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Life is a gift.  We are born, we get 
married, we have children, our 
children get married, we have 
grandchildren, we grow old 
together, we die.  “It’s a wonderful 
life.” 
 
Let me start again.  We are born 

and life is supposed to be wonderful.  We grow older and 
begin to experience our surroundings.  And for some, 
those surroundings pull us into the outside world of the 
unknown.  Regardless of our upbringing, for some, the 
“unknown” is a place that’s welcoming because the 
challenges and/or struggles are too heavy to carry.  Our 
lives begin to spiral into this new way of life.  We may or 
may not be married.  We may or may not have children.  
But our life takes a shorter term and we die not growing 
old and not having the things in the “wonderful life.”   
 
No one’s life is perfect.  Everyone is faced with 
challenges and struggles and many carry heavy burdens 
and guilt.   Some may have very little material things and 
others may have more than they could ever want.  Some 
things we can control and others, it’s out of our control. 
What are life’s lessons learned: 
 
Life is a gift and a blessing.  It doesn’t matter what you 
have or don’t have, it’s about what you do with what you 
have.  It’s what you do with your life and how you live 
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your life.  It’s about how you handle yourself in life.  It’s 
about giving… about helping others.  It’s about love… 
those who are struggling and are facing challenges that 
become too heavy to carry, with our love and support we 
can show them that life can be different.  It’s about 
hope…It makes a huge difference to them having that 
support and knowing someone cares. 
 
So let me start again.  Life is a gift.  Live your life the 
best way for you.  Live your life with no regrets or guilt.  
Live your life with eyes wide opened, and see what is in 
front of you.  Live your life with and open mind and listen 
to what other say.   Live your life with love in your heart 
and arms open for others.  Live your life with hope and 
faith.  This is a wonderful life. 
 
A New Year…A New Beginning. 
 

Chere Knoerlein���������
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 The season of Lent is just before us, and during 
this season we are going to “Engage the Psalms.”   
When we read, hear, and pray the Psalms, we stand 
before scriptures that struggle between the great 
promises of God and the sense of our own great need.  
In the Book of Psalms, the grand promise of the reign of 
God is constantly colliding with the gritty, historical 
experience of God’s people. The struggle of God ‘s 
people to make sense of who God is and what their 
relationship to God is to be. 
 In response to this struggle, the writers of the 
Psalms can be heard both praising God’s faithfulness 
and lamenting God’s absence; both thanking God and 
complaining to God; both praying in hope and crying in 
fear. 
 In so doing, these writers have left behind 
profound texts of grace and glory unmatched in sacred 
literature. 
 This study invites us to engage the Psalms at the 
deepest levels of our heats, where God’s faithfulness 
confronts the most challenging aspects of our lives, 
compelling us to ask, 
 “How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself 
forever?”   Psalm 89, and in the same breath pray, 
“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised” Psalm 48. 
 

Lenten Study: Engaging the Psalms 
Starting Wednesday, March 16, 2011  6:15 to 7:15 PM 

Share soup and bread 
and scripture – The Psalms- together. 

Sign up for each session in the Church Narthex 
to participate and volunteer to bring soup or 

bread.  
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Children of all ages and all adults are welcome 
to join us at 9:30 am Sunday, April 24th, for 

Easter activities. 
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Egg Coloring, decorating, crafts,  
fun, music, singing & treats. 

Everyone welcome!  
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 Mission: Focus on Others 
One Great Hour of Sharing – Sharing Resources, 

Changing Lives 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing channels resources for 
international programs in health, education and agricultural 
development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and 
both international and national disaster relief. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OCWM), is one of the four special mission 
offerings of the United Church of Christ.  Working in more 
than 80 countries, the offering provides hope to people in 
more than eighty countries.  The UCC works with 
international partners, and together we provide support to 
health, education, refugee, agricultural, and emergency 
relief initiatives. 
 
Special OGHS Mission Offering and worship service will 
be April 3, 2011 at 11:00 am. 
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Beverly Thomas Jeff Ferguson 
The People of Haiti Abigail Ann 
Fred Dickson Evelyn Eder 
Wendy Rafferty Marlene Ewing 
Margaret Michael Myrtle Sauble 
Debbie Ward Elaine Tuttle 
Ann Marie Myers Libby Seibert 
Grayson Brown Sharon Markey 
William Saunders Francie Bugai 
Drew Kondash  
Bobby & Christine Ewing 
Christ Church New Zealand Earthquake Victims 
�
�
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Serving Our Country 
 

Tom Myers 
John Howard 
Kevin Myers 
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Helen Simmons Elder 2 Years 
Paul Rowley Elder 3 Years 
Jon Rowley Deacon 3 years 
 Deacon 3 years 
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Greg Samples President 
Paul Rowley Vice President 
Kathy Crout Secretary 
Sabrina Smith Treasurer 
Brian Rose Asst. Treasurer 
Beverly Shreve-Foote Financial Secretary 
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     James Burck        – Elder 
                      De Rowley            – Elder 
                      Donna Hood         -- Deacon 
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Enclosed in this issue is our annual Lenten 
Offering envelope. During the season of 
Lent, please take time to reflect on Christ’s 

final journey on earth, His ultimate sacrifice 
for us, and the miracle of Easter morning 

awakening to the empty tomb.  Then, please think about 
the many blessings that you’ve received in your life and 
consider a special Lenten Offering to Grace Church.   
 

Thank you all and may God bless you!   
  Sabrina Smith, Treasurer��
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As you contemplate the unfolding of a Spring rebirth, 
please keep Grace Church in mind. Your contributions 
are needed for everything from special programs to 
basic operating expenses, both are deserving of your 
support. Please be as generous as you can during the 
year ahead. For the convenience of church members, 
we offer electronic giving. Contact the church office for 
more information. 

A Simple, Generous Choice 
 
 

EMAILS PLEASE…. 
We are also doing more communications via email.  
PLEASE MAKE SURE the church office has your current 
email address.  Leave in the office or email to Barbara at 
jbburck@comcast.net 
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Our Grace family lost a dear and 
faithful servant of Grace recently.  
On January 30th, Margaret Quarles 
passed away and will be deeply 
missed. 
 
I have known Miss Margaret for a 
very long time , she became part 
of my family after Mr. Happy died. 
Whoever thought when I was a little 
girl at the time I met Miss Margaret I 
would be a part of her life as I grew older. It 
certainly was a privaledge and wonderful time 
for my family and other families of Grace who 
embraced this lady into theirs 
 
This amazing lady and her husband Mr. Happy 
did so much for Grace Church as so many of our 
departed saints have done in the past. That is 
why Grace is still going today, because of 
faithful servants like the Quarles Family and 
others..  
 
Miss Margaret taught Sunday School for so 
many many years. She taught at least 2 
generations of children, mine included. She was 
an excellent teacher and she really knew how to 
get her teaching of God across to the children. 
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She was on the Altar Guild for many years also, 
and wrote many beautiful articles for Our 
Amazing Grace Newsletter. Her articles were 
always interesting to read. 
 
It was a sad day for John and me when we 
couldn’t bring Miss Margaret to Church any 
more. Her hips were getting more deteriorated 
and we couldn’t get her in the car easily without 
hurting her. She really missed Church and I 
know Grace Church missed her. She kept all of 
us on our toes, making sure everything was 
done the right way. Miss Margaret has left us 
with a memory of devotion & love for her church 
and for God. Grace Church will go on because 
of the leadership of people like Miss Margaret 
and others.  
 
We are so grateful to have known this lady who 
in so many ways has touched the lives of our 
Grace Church Family. 
 
I’m sure God is saying Well done my true and 
faithful servant. Rest in peace Miss Margaret, 
you will always be remembered as one of our 
saints of Grace. In closing I would like to share 
this poem with you called “The Dash” 
 

Love, Helen Simmons 
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This is a poem about living your life to the fullest: where 
your life is represented by that little line - "the dash" 
between the date of your birth and the date of your death 
on your tombstone. 
  
 
 
 
I read of a man who stood to speak  
at the funeral of his friend.  
He referred to the dates on her tombstone  
from the beginning...to the end.  
 
He noted that first came the date of her birth  
and spoke of the following date with tears,  
but he said what mattered most of all  
was the dash between those years. 
  
For that dash represents all the time  
that she spent alive on earth… 
and now only those who loved her 
know what that little line is worth. 
 
For it matters not, how much we own; 
the cars…the house…the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love 
and how we spend our dash. 
 
So think about this long and hard… 
are there things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left. 
That can still be rearranged 
 
If we could just slow down enough 
to consider what’s true and real, 
and always try to understand 
the way other people feel. 

Dash by Linda Ellis 
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And be less quick to anger, 
and show appreciation more 
and love the people in our lives 
like we’ve never loved before. 
 
If we treat each other with respect, 
and more often wear a smile… 
remembering that this special dash 
might only last a little while. 
 
So, when your eulogy’s being read 
with your life’s actions to rehash... 
would you be proud of the things they say 
about how you spent your dash? 
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Join us for a Potluck Luncheon after church, 
followed by the auction.  Plenty of time to look 

over the silent auction items and get your groups 
together!  Enjoy the fun with us! 
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Every Easter, we decorate our sanctuary with 
beautiful flowers purchased by our members and 

friends, in honor of or in memory of our loved 
ones.  

 
NEW THIS YEAR! 
Each plant will be individually purchased. 
 
Donations for spring flowers will be $8.00 per plant.   
Please complete the request form found in this issue.    
Indicate the number of plants being purchased.   
 
Plants may be picked up after worship Easter Sunday, 
April 24, 2011 
.    Thank you!
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Altar Candles and Sanctuary Lights��
Please consider donating for lights  
in Honor or Memory of a loved one. � �

 
All Months are available – except for December�

 
Forms are available in the office or in this 

newsletter 
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ALTAR CANDLES OR 
SANCTUARY LIGHTS 

DONATION FORM �
�

If you would like to give Candles or Sanctuary Lights in Honor 
or in Memory of a loved one, please complete the form below 
and return it in the offering plate or to the church secretary 
with a check payable to Grace Church.    
 

A box of candles cost $25.00 and they are good for one (1) 
month.  Sanctuary lights cost $15.00 for one (1) month.  
Available months are posted outside the church office. 
 

Please indicate the Month for which you would like the 
remembrance noted in the bulletin. 
�

�

CANDLES: $25.00       SANCTUARY:     $15.00 
 
MONTH:_________  MONTH: ______________ 
 
In Memory or In Honor of:  (please circle one) 
 
 
 
  
 
By: _______________  Phone: (____) _______ 
 
Amount Enclosed:   _______________           
 (Please make check payable to Grace Church��
�
.�
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